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Introduction
Strays are one of the most interesting short story written by Mark Richard. Richard uses a symbolic title "stray" which comes from the stray dogs that usually come up underneath the narrator's house every night and lick water from the house leaking pipes. There is a great pleasure taken by the narrator to scare the dogs away by stomping on the floor, but his young brother has a different plan of capturing one of the dogs and making it his pet. The narrator used first person (plural) to develop the entire story. The writer uses several elements by the utilization of the four characters that is Uncle Trash, Dad, Mother, and two sons hence making the entire story more interesting to follow from the beginning to the end (Richard, 1991).
Discomfort Theme
Generally, we can define discomfort as mental or physical Uneasiness. Anything or any action in any setting can cause trouble. In our short story “Strays” the theme of discomfort is displayed whether it is evident in the things lost, uncle, parents, boys, or the dogs. First, the appearance and behavior of the dogs show discomfort within the dogs since they are strays and dong have a specific owner to take care of them hence physically uncomfortable.  Discomfort in the dogs is evidenced when the narrator says, “Beneath my brother and My’s room we hear them coughing and growling, scratching their ratted backs against the boards beneath our bed” (Richard, 1991, p. 281). The dogs’ fur is matted and infested with fleas and other insects. Signs of discomfort can also are noted within the boys. From a physical view, they have bug bites from infected mosquitoes and fleas. They remain hungry since no one is at home to make food for them. “We wait for somebody to come back home but nobody ever does” (Richard, 1991, p. 285).  The statement implies a state of discomfort in the undeveloped and young minds. By the mother running away also depicts a state of distress. 
Plot
The plot generally describes the events that take place in a story that is the central part of the story. In our short story, all the facts are organized in a conflicting manner (Yoon, Bogum, and Christine, 2018). The conflict is evident in the several scenarios that take place. The mother runs away, the father leaves two sons with uncle to go and find the mother. Uncle trash is drunk who takes terrible care of the sons. The uncle gambles away all their clothes and toys. Strays live under their house, and the little brother burns fur of one stray to get fleas away. Then the house catches on fire. Dad and mom come home to the house gone. Dad makes uncle run away, and Mom runs away again.
Setting
Setting refers to the time and place in which the story takes place (Yoon, Bogum, and Christine, 2018). Our short story takes place in 1989 in a farmhouse which is surrounded by corn. The setting of the facilitates the chronological flow of events. The dogs come from the corns to lick water from the house. The mother caton run away and disappear in the grains. Putting off the fire is a challenge due to the accessibility of the house. 


Conclusion
In conclusion,  elements help brings out the central concept and intentions of the story writer. Without the use of different items, strays could not have been an interesting story since its outcome is much depressing. Sticking to the elements such as the theme of the story has been a thing to recommend the short story. 
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